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A NEWSLETTER FOR THE GRAND VALLEY STATE UNIVERSITY COMMUNITY 
Interviews with three provost candidates scheduled 
The three candidates for the position of 
Provost and Vice President for Academic 
Affairs will visit campus and meet with the 
Grand Valley community this week during 
their final interviews. The visits will take 
place on April 1, 2, and 3. 
President Mark A. Murray chose the finalists 
from a group of semi-finalists forwarded to 
him by the Provost Search Committee. They 
are: 
Gayle R. Davis is associate vice president for 
academic affairs and research at Wichita State 
University in Kansas. She holds a bachelor 's 
degree in French from Muskingum College, a 
master's degree in art history and a doctorate 
in American studies, both from Michigan State 
University. She began her academic career in 
1971 as an instructor at Lansing Community 
College, where she was a faculty member for 
10 years. In 1982, she joined the faculty of 
Wichita State in the Department of Women's 
Studies and still holds faculty rank in that 
department. She was named an associate vice 
president at WSU in 1994. 
Barbara B. Dixon 
is provost and vice 
president for 
academic affairs at 
the State University 
of New York 
College at Geneseo, 
a position she has 
held since 1997. 
She holds 
bachelor's and 
master 's degrees in 
piano from Gayle R. Davis 
Michigan State 
University and a doctorate degree in piano 
performance, literature and pedagogy from the 
University of Colorado. She was a faculty 
member at Central Michigan University from 
1971-89 in the Department of Music. From 
1989-95, she was associate dean of the 
College of Arts and Sciences at CMU and was 
interim dean from 1995-97. 
Walter Harris, Jr., is provost and vice chan-
cellor for academic affairs at North Carolina 
Central University in Durham, N.C. He holds a 
Barbara B. Dixon Walter Harris, Jr. 
bachelor's degree from Knoxville College, and 
master 's and doctorate degrees from Michigan 
State University. From 1969-80, he was choral 
director of Knoxville College. From 1980-
2000, he was on the faculty of the Music 
Department at Arizona State University, Tempe. 
From 1992-2000, he was vice provost atASU. 
In 2000 he was appointed provost of NCCU. 
continued on page 2 
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Across Campus 
Gabrion jurors discuss 
death penalty case 
at WGVU 
The decision whether to sentence Marvin 
Gabrion to death was "extremely difficult and 
painful," said the jury foreman, who is Grand 
Valley's maintenance supervisor and project 
manager. 
John Scherff and seven other jurors detailed 
their deliberation process, and other thoughts 
on the three-week-long trial, at WGVU's 
studios in the Meijer Public Broadcast Center 
on March 26. Scherff requested the meeting 
with reporters in hopes of stopping media calls 
to jurors at their homes. 
Gabrion, 48, was convicted of killing Rachel 
Timmerman, 19. Her body was recovered 
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from a lake in a national 
forest, making Gabrion 
eligible for the federal 
death penalty. 
Scherff said he 
considered the day 
Timmerman 's father took 
the stand to be the most 
emotional. 
"My heart went out to 
Mr. Timmerman. I'm a 
father and I can relate to 
him," Scherff said. 
Like most other jurors, 
Scherff expressed respect 
for U.S. Chief District 
Judge Robert Holmes 
continued on page 2 
Photo by Bernadine Carey-Tucker 
John Scherff, maintenance supervisor and project manager, discuss-
es the Marvin Gabrion case during a meeting with reporters. Scherff 
was the jury foreman. 
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Across Campus 
continued from page 1 
Bell and the legal process. He added that the jury grew very close during 
the proceedings. 
"This trial was extremely difficult and painful," he said. "But I have 
nothing but love for these jurors." 
President identifies higher education 
challenges for next decade 
Grand Valley President Mark Murray, in comments to the State Senate 
Higher Education Appropriations Subcommittee, said that Michigan's 
universities face substantial challenges in the decade ahead. 
Testifying at a subcommittee meeting at The University of Michigan on 
March 8, Murray said that access by students to universities and efficiency 
Photo courtesy of U-M 
President Mark Murray addresses a state 
Senate subcommittee during a meeting at 
The University of Michigan in early March. 
of public funding are key 
issues, especially at a time 
of state budget difficulty. 
Murray told the panel that 
emerging knowledge, 
especially in the sciences 
and engineering, will be a 
focus on most campuses 
but that universities 
cannot lose sight of the 
fact that there is a 
shortage of classroom 
teachers and nurses, 
among other professions. 
Murray also lauded the 
wisdom of Michigan's 
constitution that vests autonomy in each of the four-year universities. 
"The flexibility afforded by autonomy gives each campus the freedom to 
change to meet needs, especially the addition of new programs or in 
service to new populations," he said. 
Technology Fair draws about 80 visitors 
Faculty members showcased examples of how they integrate technology 
into their teaching practices at the March 20 Technology Fair, held in 
Mackinac Hall. About 80 people visited the exhibits. 
The fair's sponsors, Educational Technology and the Pew Faculty 
Teaching and Learning Center, plan to hold the event next year at the 
Pew Grand Rapids Campus. More information about the fair and upcom-
ing workshops offered by the Educational Technology Department can be 
found at on the Information Technology site, www.gvsu.edu/it/itech. 
Grants available to support 
international activities 
Clerical/Office/Technical and Administrative/Professional staff members 
can apply for grants to support international activities from the Barbara 
H. Padnos International Center. 
These grants are intended to help staff members enhance and develop 
their skills in international affairs. Interested applicants are required to 
complete a proposal, which includes: 
• Type and budget of international activity to be undertaken; 
• Potential impact of the project on development of skills in 
international affairs; 
• Potential impact on applicant's job; 
• Potential impact on Grand Valley's internationalization efforts. 
Grant application forms are available in the Padnos International Center, 
104 Student Services Building. Deadline for returning applications is 
Friday, April 26. 
New dental program aids 
international travelers 
The Human Resources Office has announced a new value-added service 
to the current Delta Dental program. Eligible faculty and staff members 
and their dependents will have access to Europ Assistance, an exclusive 
worldwide network of credentialed, English-speaking dentists, if dental 
emergencies occur when traveling abroad on business or vacation. 
For more information and details on how to access this service, visit 
Delta Dental's Web site, www.ddpmi.com, and click on Europ Assistance, 
or the Human Resources site, www.gvsu.edu/hro , then click on benefits 
links (Delta Dental). Phone calls requesting brochures can be directed to 
Human Resources at x2220. 
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FORUM 
Volume 26, Number 33 
The GVSU Forum is published by the News 
and Information Services Office every 
Monday when classes are in session and 
biweekly during the summer. The submission 
deadline is Tuesday noon. Send publication 
items to Michele Coffill, editor, c/o 
forum@gvsu.edu. Telephone: 616-895-2221. 
Fax: 616-895-2250. 
Faculty and staff members can find an online 
"Sketches" submission form on the Web at 
www.gvsu.edu/online/forum/form.html. 
Grand Valley State University is an affirma-
tive action/equal opportunity institution. 
Visit GVNow, Grand Valley 's daily online 
publication, on the Web at: 
www.gvnow.gvsu.edu/ 
GVNOW 
Provost candidate interviews set 
continued from page 1 
Each candidate will have the same schedule, detailed 
below. Harris will visit Grand Valley on Monday, 
April 1; Davis on Tuesday, April 2; and Dixon on 
Wednesday, April 3. Employees are encouraged to 
attend the session their schedule permits. 
April 1, Dr. Walter Harris, Jr. 
• Breakfast with deans: 8-9:15 a.m. (Alumni House -
Perry Dining Room) 
• Faculty: 9:30-10:30 a.m. (Kirkhof Center - Pere 
Marquette Room) 
• Staff: 10:45-11 :45 a.m. (KC - Pere Marquette Room) 
• Zumberge Library Tour: 1:30-2:15 p.m. 
• Faculty: 2:30-3:45 p.m. (KC - Pere Marquette Room) 
• Students: 4-5 p.m. (KC - Pere Marquette Room) 
• Faculty, staff, students, alumni and community: 5:30-7 
p.m. (DeVos Center-Regency Room) 
April 2, Dr. Gayle Davis 
• Breakfast with deans: 8-9:15 a.m. (Alumni House -
Perry Dining Room) 
• Faculty: 9:30-10:30 a.m. (Kirkhof Center - Grand 
River Room) 
• Staff: 10:45-11 :45 a.m. (KC - Grand River Room) 
• Zumberge Library Tour: 1 :30-2: 15 p.m. 
• Faculty: 2:30-3:45 p.m. (KC - Grand River Room) 
• Students: 4-5 p.m. (KC - Grand River Room) 
• Faculty, staff, students, alumni and community: 5:30-7 
p.m. (De Vos Center- Regency Room) 
April 3, Dr. Barbara Dixon 
• Breakfast with deans: 8-9: 15 a.m. (Alumni House -
Perry Dining Room) 
• Faculty: 9:30-10:30 a.m. (Kirkhof Center - Grand 
River Room) 
• Staff: 10:45-11:45 a.m. (KC - Grand River Room) 
• Zumberge Library Tour: 1:30-2:15 p.m. 
• Faculty: 2:30-3:45 p.m. (KC - Grand River Room) 
• Students: 4-5 p.m. (KC - Grand River Room) 
• Faculty, staff, students, alumni and community: 5:30-7 
p.m. (De Vos Center - Regency Room) 
Each candidate's curriculum vita is posted on the 
"Provost Search" link on Grand Valley's home page, 
or by visiting provost.gvsu.edu. 
What's Ahead 
'Table for 5' features '60s hits 
The Mamas and Papas, Simon and 
Garfunkel, The Beatles, Judy 
Collins . . . songs by these artists 
and more will be featured in 
"Sounds of the '60s" by the vocal 
quintet Table for 5, during the 
grand finale of this semester's Arts 
at Noon Series. 
The popular quintet performs at 
noon on Tuesday, April 2, in the 
Cook-DeWitt Center. 
Testing, assessment workshops 
held at Pew Campus 
The Pew Faculty Teaching and Learning Center will sponsor a videotaped 
conference that focuses on testing and assessment. 
"Are We Testing What We Are Teaching?" is scheduled from 3-5 p.m. on 
Thursday, April 4, in room 207E of the De Vos Center, at the Pew Grand 
Rapids Campus. The workshop wi ll be repeated on Friday, April 5, from 
12 noon-2 p.m. in the same room with lunch included. 
To register, or for more information, contact Cindy Dorman by phone at 
x3498 or e-mai l at dormanc@gvsu.edu. 
Magdalen is featured speaker at 
Asian American conference 
Magdalen Hsu-Li, prominent Asian-American musician, lecturer, and 
feminist, will be the featured guest at an upcoming conference at Grand 
Valley addressing Asian awareness and diversity. 
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Magdalen, as the artist is known, will speak at 7 p.m. on Saturday, 
April 6, in the Loosemore Auditorium of the De Vos Center, Pew Grand 
Rapids Campus. Her lecture is free and open to the public. 
Magdalen's appearance caps the daylong RICE Conference (Realizing 
and addressing Issues in our Culture and Education) sponsored by the 
Asian Student Union of Grand Valley. The conference, with a goal of 
increasing awareness and understanding of Asian and Asian American 
culture and ideas, will be held from 10 a.m.-5 p.m . at the DeVos Center. 
A pioneering Asian-American musician, Magdalen is one of the first 
Chinese-American singer/songwriters in the United States to become a 
star in the acoustic/pop/folk/alternative genres. Her 2001 release, Fire, 
was selected as one of the 12 Best DIY (Do It Yourself) Albums by 
Pe,forming Songwriter. 
In addition to performances, Magdalen 's lecture series presents programs 
that challenge stereotypes and encourage diversity and understanding. 
She is a familiar face on the college, acoustic, women's and GLBT Pride 
circuits. Her appearance is sponsored by the GVSU Women 's Center. 
Christian-Muslim relations 
to be addressed by Islam expert 
One of the nation's top experts on Islam will address "Christian-Muslim 
Relations in the 21st Century" at a lecture sponsored by Grand Valley 's 
Middle East Studies Program. 
John Esposito, founding director of the Center for Muslim-Christian 
Understanding at Georgetown University, wi ll speak at I p.m. on 
Thursday, April 11 , at the Cook-DeWitt Center. His presentation is open 
to the public free of charge. For more information call James Goode, 
coordinator of the Middle East Studies Program, at x3 184. 
Esposito is the author of more than a dozen books on Islam and is the 
editor-in-chief of the fo ur-volume Oxford Encyclopedia of the Modern 
Islamic World, the Oxford History of Islam, and Oxford Dictionary of 
Islam. A consultant to the Department of State as well as to corporations, 
universities, and the media worldwide, he specializes in political Islam 
and the impact of Islamic movements. 
Mainstage theater season ends with 'Mother Courage and Her Children' 
Grand Valley State University will close its mainstage theater season 
with a dramatic flair by presenting Bertolt Brecht 's powerful anti-war 
epic, Mother Courage and Her Children, with six performances from 
April 5 through 13. 
Performances are at 7:30 p.m. on Apri l 5, 6, 11 , 12, and 13, and at 2 p.m. 
on Sunday, April 7, at the Louis Armstrong Theatre, Performing Arts 
Center. Tickets are $10 general admission, $7 for seniors, $5 all college 
students, and $2.50 for K-12 students. Call the box office at x2300, from 
12 noon-5 p.m. weekdays, for ticket reservations or more information. 
Brecht (1898-1956) is considered Germany 's greatest playwright, and the 
sweeping black comedy Mother Courage and Her Children, replete with 
symbolism and subversive humor, is considered his most celebrated play. 
The play's setting is Sweden during the Thirty Years War (1618-48) and 
follows the destitute Mother Courage as she struggles vainly to scrape 
together a living by selling items to soldiers while at the same time keep-
ing her beloved children alive and out of the war. 
Brecht's masterpiece of silence and survival premiered in 1941, during 
World War II, and grew in stature as ensuing decades continued to be 
marked by deadly worldwide conflicts. The version of the play per-
formed at Grand Valley was translated by renowned British playwright 
David Hare and premiered to widespread acclaim at the National 
Theatre in London in 1995. 
The play was chosen for production a year ago, before September 11 
and the United States ' war in the Middle East, but now seems unex-
pectedly appropriate, said 
Karen Libman, assistant 
professor of communica-
tions. 
"In the wake of all that has 
happened since September 
11 , I am increasing! y proud 
and somewhat awed by the 
fact that we are producing 
such a timely play," Libman 
said. 
The role of Mother Courage 
is played by theatre major 
Tamira Henry, in fulfillment 
of her senior project 
requirement. Henry, a 
Muskegon native, has been 
seen in the GVSU 
Shakespeare Festival, 
Tamira Henry, right, takes the lead role 
as Mother Courage, shown here with 
her daughter Kattrin, played by Carolyn 
Ratkowski. 
Cherry County Playhouse, and (this summer) at Circle Theatre. She has 
also worked with the Grand Rapids Civic Theatre. 
Mother Courage and Her Children is unique as it is the first mainstage 
show to have all student designers. Supervised by Professor Al 
Sheffield, the play features the work of advanced GVSU students. 
••• 
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ALENDAR OF 
General Events 
Arts Hotline: (616) 895-ARTS 
Gallery Hours: Mon.-Fri. 10 a.m.-5 p.m., 
Thurs 10 a.m.-7 p.m. 
Mon., April 1-Thurs., April 4 
Gallery Hours: Photography Senior Thesis 
Exhibit. Art Gallery, PAC. For more 
information call x2564. 
Mon., April 1 
7 p.m.: West Michigan Women's Studies 
Council Lecture. Lani Guinier, Harvard 
law professor, speaks on "Rethinking Race 
and Gender." St. Cecilia Music Society, 24 
Ransom St., Grand Rapids. 
7: 15 p.m.: Geology Department Lecture. 
"Solar Energy into the Mainstream," with 
Niels Wolter, MSB Energy Associates. 
Loutit Lecture Hall. For information call 
x3728. 
Tues., April 2 
12 noon: Arts at Noon Series. Vocal 
Ensemble "Table for 5" presents sounds of 
the '60s. CDC. For information call 
x3484. 
12 noon-1 p.m.: Campus Wellness Lecture 
Series. "Building a Better Body: How To 
Exercise Smarter Not Harder" (Part 1). 
KC, Room 2 15 and 216. For information 
call x3659. 
8 p.m. : Music Department Concert. GVSU 
Small Jazz Ensembles. Dave Spring, 
director. Sherman Van Solkema Recital 
Hall, PAC. For information call x3484. 
Thurs., April 4 
12:15 p.m.: Women's Center and Children's 
Center, Mommy Lunches. Food Court 
Atrium. Call x2748 for information. 
3-5 p.m. : Faculty Teaching and Learning 
Center Workshop. "Are We Testing What 
We Are Teaching?" De Vos Center, Room 
207E. Call x3498 for information. 
5-7 p.m. : Closing Reception for Photography 
Senior Thesis Exhibit. Art Gallery, PAC. 
For information call x2564. 
Fri., April 5 
12 noon-2 p.m.: Faculty Teaching and 
Learning Center Workshop. "Are We 
Testing What We Are Teaching?" De Vos 
Center, Room 207E. Call x3498 for infor-
mation. 
Fri., April 5-Sat., April 6 
7:30 p.m.: Theater Production. "Mother 
Courage and Her Children." Playwright 
Bertolt Brecht weaves his epic tale with 
comic irony, music and song, and subver-
sive humor. LAT, PAC. For tickets call 
x2300. 
Sat., April 6 
10 a.m.-5 p.m.: Asian Student Union. RICE 
Conference. De Vos Center, Pew Grand 
Rapids Campus. Call Student Life Office 
at x2345 for information. 
7 p.m.: Women 's Center sponsors lecture by 
Magdalen Hsu-Li, Asian-American musi-
cian, during RICE Conference. Loosemore 
Auditorium, De Vos Center. Pew Grand 
Rapids Campus. 
Sun., April 7 
2 p.m.: Music Department Concert. Small 
Ensembles Concert featuring the Madrigal 
Ensemble, conducted by Ellen Pool , and 
the Chamber Orchestra, conducted by 
Hyunsai Lee. CDC. For information call 
x3484. 
VENTS 
2 p.m.: Theater Production. "Mother Courage 
and Her Children." LAT, PAC. For tickets 
call x2300. 
Sports 
Sports Hotline: (616) 895-3800 
Game times subject to change. 
Tues., April 2 
1 p.m.: Baseball at Hillsdale College, 
Hillsdale. 
3 p.m.: Softball. Saginaw Valley State 
University at Grand Valley. 
Thurs., April 4 
4 p.m. : Men's Tennis. Hillsdale College at 
Grand Valley. 
Sat., April 6 
1 p.m.: Men's Tennis. Alma College at Grand 
Valley. 
1 p.m.: Baseball. Saginaw Valley State 
University at Grand Valley. 
2 p.m.: Track and Field. Laker Relays at 
Grand Valley. 
Sun., April 7 
12 noon: Baseball. Saginaw Valley State 
University at Grand Valley. 
1 p.m.: Softball. Wayne State University at 
Grand Valley. 
···--------------------------
Faculty and Staff Sketches 
Peimin Ni, associate professor of philosophy, 
was invited by Dennos Museum Center in 
Traverse City to give a presentation and demon-
stration of Chinese calligraphy, in collaboration 
with the museum 's forthcoming show on 
Chinese cultural relics . 
Pat Parker, law librarian at the Steelcase 
Library, has published an article, titled "Law 
Librarians: the Bottom Line," in Law Libraries: 
Making Information Work, the AALL/American 
Law Libraries Association Resource Guide 
Series. 
Carrie Corbin, program manager for 
WGVU-TV, was elected to the board of directors 
of the Public Television Programmers 
Association, a national organization created to 
discuss the issues that face public television, 
facilitate communication with PBS, and provide 
professional development for program managers. 
Russell Rhoads, associate professor of anthro-
pology, presented a poster and report, titled 
"Exposure and Vision: The Latino Youth 
Photography Project (and an Ethnographic Field 
School), Grand Rapids, Michigan," at the annual 
meeting of the Society for Applied 
Anthropology, held in Atlanta. The presentation 
resulted from collaboration with GVSU anthro-
pology students and the Hispanic Center of 
Western Michigan. 
In the news 
Roger Moiles, visiting instructor of political 
science, was interviewed about the Bush 
administration on WGVU for Presidents' Day, 
and by WOOD-TV Channel 8 about Grand 
Rapids Mayor John Logie. 
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